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FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE



SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ITALY AND GERMANY

- trash system  
- no nuclear energy  
- self-made garden  
- paper straws



DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ITALY AND GERMANY 

ITALY 
- more cars and busses 
- no “pfand” ( a machine 
which gives you some 
money when you throw in 
the plastic bottle ) 
- plastic bags

GERMANY 
- more bikes 
- “pfand”  
- more solar panels 
and wind wheels 
- no plastics bags
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Erasmus meeting in Esens 
1) 
Italy:                                              Esens: 
- plastic bags                                - plastic bags  
- paper bags                                 - paper bags 
- fabric bags 
- cooler bags                                 - cooler bags 
- different about the bags          - package bags/          
                                                          useful package  
 
- we have some busses that      - we have some busses    
  drive by petrol                              that drive by natural 
                                                          gas and petrol 
- not many people drive             - a lot of people drive    
  electric                                           electric cars 
 
- we have a Soda Stream            - we have a Soda Stream 
  –> sparkling water                        –> sparkling water 
 
similarities: green areas (parks)



2) 
- we could use bicycles 
- use less water and more disinfectant 
- use bamboo pencils 
- use recycling books or use iPads 
 
Advice for friends at school: 
 - they could start to use tooth paste in jars and toothbrushes made out of bamboo  
- using reusable health care products  
- turn off water if you don't need it 
- turn off heating if you don‘t need it 
- turn off electrical devices if you don‘t need them 
- don‘t buy new clothes very often
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Infrastructure in Germany and Italy  
Both countries have a pretty good infrastucture. 
De.statistika.com conducted a study on the effectiveness 
and expansion of the infrastructure, where different 
countries were rated from 1 to 100, according to the 
criteria mentioned, which resulted, that Germany has 90.2 
and Italy 84.1. 
 
The infrastructure is important for the sustainability, 
because it allows you to use the bus, train or the bike 
whenever it is possible for you. 
 
Using public trasportations in Piacenca and Esens  
In Esens many older students at our school are using a car 
to get to school and also the younger ones are often 
brought with the car by their parents, because the bus is 
expensive and in some small villages it only drives a few 
times a day and most of the time you have to drive like an 
hour for about 15 km. 
In Piacenca the bus system is much better because it's 
cheaper than in Esens and there are more busses, so 
more possibilities.

http://De.statistika.com


Electric cars 
-battery electric/all electric car  
-using only energy stored in batteries 
->no other fuels  
-lower emissions  
-using electricity directly from the grid (at home) 
- many places to charge the batteries (public stations) 
-differences between plug in electric and hybrid  
-> plug in: car runs purely on electricity, all the power from charger  
->hybrid: mainly on electricity/ fuel  
-brands: Tesla, BMW, Nissan, VW, Ford, Hyundai, Audi and so on  
- improve air quality -> no carbon dioxide emissions  
-> reduce air pollution -> one car saves 1,5 mg CO2 
-reusing/ recycling batteries  
-lithium ion batteries  
-> can catch fire, organic liquid electrolytes



"Pfand" system in Germany  
- return bottles in Germany  
- by buying them you pay a deposit  
-> by returning them you get the deposit back  
- encourages people to return the empty bottles  
- bottles will be reused or recycled 
- Italy can also work with this system, it works pretty well in Germany









Which habits could your families and friends change? 
1. Pfand  
- The german „Pfand-System“ is a good alternative to just throwing your bottle away, 
instead you can recycle these bottles and do something for the environment. Through this 
you can reduce the CO2 emission. 
2. Support local shops/ restaurants  
- buy regional, seasonal, organic products  
- resell or donate your clothes -> second hand  
- grow your own plants  
- eat less meat for less CO2 emission  
- use reusable alternatives -> make up pads,.. 
- try to use your bike or public transportations

Where do you see difficulties? Do you have ideas how to overcome them ? 
- you can’t get everything with the bike (too long distances) 
- be brave and try new things  
- many things are more expensive



Italy 🇮🇹  
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Sustainability in Germany and Italy

-similarities-



Separation of garbage
4 trash bins to separate plastic, organic garbage, paper and 

everything else.



Nature reserves
Creation of nature reserves to protect the animal 

species in this area and the nature.



Political goals
Germany and Italy both have climate goals to reach, such as 

being climate neutral until 2050.



Sustainability in Germany and Italy

-differences-



Returnable bottle system
In Germany one can bring bottles with a “Pfand”-symbol to a bottle-
returning-machine to get about 25 cents in return of recycling the 

plastic bottle.



Renewable energies
In comparison to Germany, the energies don't come from solar or 

wind energy. Instead they are provided by Russia. Germany is 
widening its renewable energy system by installing more solar 

panels and wind turbines.



Transport
In Italy the public transport is often the first choice even in small cities 

while the public transport in Germany is almost only used in bigger 
cities. Germans like to use the bike instead which isn’t common in Italy.



Sustainable lifestyle

What can we 
do…



… in school

- workshops for teaching the students how to be sustainable 

- reusable bottles for every student instead of plastic bottles



… at home
- drive by bike to near spots

- save water wherever you can, for example in the shower, in the garden,  
while washing hands etc.
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Similarities Differences

- seperating trash 
 
- public transport (bus,train…) 
 
- unpackaged stores

- „Pfand“ 
 
- regional food - climate 
 
- electric cars / scooters

Sustainability in Germany and in 
Italy 🌱



Ideas for more sustainability in 
our schools 

🏫
- more free acces for refilling your own water bottle  
 
 
- more solar panels  
 
 
- more green areas  
 
 
- only giving napkins if it’s necessary (cafeteria)



 
Family / Friends  

habits for better sustainability 👪
- turn off the lights as soon as you left the room 
 
- turn off the heater whenever you open the window 
 
- turn off the shower when you don’t need it 
 
- try to buy less plastic bottles

Difficulties:  
 
- your have to get used to a different routine (easier) 
 
- a lot of things are too expensive 
 
- the older generation thinks this „New Technology“ 
is hard



Agenda of the Mayor:  
what projects would we do?

🧑💼👩💼

- more trash cans  
 
- improve public transport 
 
- extend and improve stations for bikes (bike 
hostels) 
 
- make more green spaces 
 
- make the city eco-friendly
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Which small projects could be started at your school to make it more eco-friendly? 
- Introduce "Pfand" in Italy ( you sell plastic bottles and they give you money) 
- Install more solar panels in Italy 
- Use self-planted gardens (for the people who have canteens in school like elementary schools) 
 
Which habits could your families and/or friends change? 
- Don’t use too much water 
- Turn off lights if we don’t need  
- Buy reusable bags for shopping  
- Reuse rain water 
- Put wet clothes outside instead of using the dryer 
 
Where do you see difficulties? Do you have ideas to overcome them? 
 
- Not everybody can afford to be sustainable (ideas to overcome it) 
- many people aren’t educated about sustainability (ideas to overcome it) 
 - Not everyone has the possibility to be sustainable (ideas to overcome it) 
 
If you were the mayor/mayoress of your hometown , which projects would you put on your 
agenda? 
- Pfand 
- More profit to shops 
- more rules to educate people about sustainability so that they can be serious about it 
- forbid plastic bags or reuse them 
- glass bottles or hydro flasks



Team Greta



Italians and Germans are committed for 
sustainability. 
Both do separate waste collection, use 
plastic free water bottles, use bikes to 
go to school, sometimes pay attention 
to the material their clothes are made 
of, use digital devices instead of paper, 
turn off the light when they aren’t in a 
room, have solar panels and have 
vegetable gardens.

In Germany we use tote bags 
instead of plastic bags and 
use old bread bags as garbage 
bags. Many families use a 
solar system at home. Usually 
they’re installed on the roof of 
the house. They also have 
green houses in their garden 
for planting their own 
vegetables instead of buying 
them in a supermarket. All 
over the countryside you’ll 
find wind turbines, these are 
for gaining ecological energie.In Italy we use the public busses to get to 

school and move to the city centre or other 
little towns. 
In some schools we have a mechanical 
ventilation system that promotes 
sustainability.  
Also we have many organisations that 
organise walks to pick the waste from the 
ground.



Our friends could change the habit of 
throwing the filter from the cigarettes on the 
ground and instead throw them into the 
garbage. Our families could consume less 
meat and eat it only sometimes

Maybe the smokers throw the 
cigarettes on the ground because 
they don’t find a garbage can, so the 
solution could be to purchase more 
garbage cans. 

In school we could start a club with 
students where they’re planting vegetables 
in a greenhouse and take care of the 
plants. The products from the greenhouse 
could be sold in the school canteen.

If we were a mayor/mayoress, we'd install 
more garbage cans and plant more trees to 
make more oxygen

In school there could also be a place 
where students can bring old clothes. Just 
like a second hand shop but at school. 
Later the school could bring the collected 
clothes to an official second hand shop.
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projects at school 
– collect trash out of nature, collect money with donating run and reading books  
 
change in families and with friends 
– Safe water and energy, buy fair clothes and collect trash out of nature 
 
difficulties 
– ask government for money or collecting it through donation 
 
changes as mayor/mayoress 
– create more green spaces for big cities and more non-packaged stores  
 
other ideas 
– collect money for solar systems and create „Pfand“ in Italy

Ideas and advice for a more sustainable lifestyle



Let's create a better 
future together!


